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Based on the examples of two, almost ten years each, programs conducted in the Equatorial Atlantic and 
in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, this course is intending to stress the necessity to successively use, when 
available, various tools in order to progressively better image the geological and geophysical 
characteristics of specific continental margin segments to propose models of their creation and further 
evolution. 
1)- In Equatorial Atlantic, a project, initiated in the early 80 and 1994 allowed to support an evolutionary 
model for transform margin evolution; the various surveys, conducted along the Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana 
margins, included standard bathymetry, swath bathymetry, dredging, coring MCS and refraction data 
acquisition as well as deep diving to support an ODP cruise (Leg ODP 159). So far the conceptual model 
derived from the data collected from these surveys is the only one available. 
2)- In Eastern Mediterranean Sea a general project was conducted between 1995 and 2007 to better study 
and understand the various processes related to the overall convergence between Africa and Europe. The 
Mediterranean Ridge and the Nile deep fan were particularly studied. The construction of GIS documents 
allowed then synthesizing several maps illustrating the main characteristics of the studied areas. The 
compilation of these GIS maps has then been used to construct a composite map illustrating the main 
geophysical and geological characteristics of the whole Mediterranean Sea within its simplified onshore 
geological framework. 
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  In late 1975 Jean Mascle moved to Villefranche-sur-Mer (Laboratoire de 
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research programs on the Mediterranean Sea, as well as on the Equatorial Atlantic, for a team specialized 
on Continental Margin studies. Director of the Laboratory from 1984 to 1996, Jean Mascle was appointed 
as director of the CNRS/Paris 6 University Continental Margin research group from 1988 to 1996. From 
1996 to 2008 Jean Mascle has been in charge of Geomer, one of the four groups of Geosciences-Azur 
laboratory (now GeoAzur), including more than 30 marine geologists and geophysicists, technicians, 
engineers and PhD students, but was also initiating and conducting long-term research projects, 
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